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July 9, 2009

Greetings COA-ers!

The time is almost here! One month from today we will officially kick off the 2009 Campus Outreach Academy! I am really excited to be your administrator this year and soon to be seeing all of your lovely faces.  If you have any questions throughout this month, please do not hesitate to contact me. I will respond at my earliest convenience.  I will be emailing you with further updates and information. 

A couple things need to happen for this year’s COA to run smoothly. Please read the notes below carefully as they may (and almost definitely) pertain to you and your participation in the COA.  We do need you to respond to the track choice item.

New Location!
If you have participated in previous years of COA-MI you will have noticed that our location has changed this year! No more carpooling to and fro! No more ½ hour drives – Campus Outreach Academy 2009 will be taking place at Camp Miracle near Kalamazoo MI! We have grown out of our old location and into a new one. Please be aware of this when making transportation arrangements.

Payment:

If you have sent in your entire payment – many blessings and thanks to you!

If you have sent in partial payments – thank you! We still need you to send in the rest of the money before the COA begins (if this is not possible, contact me). 

If you have not paid at all, please send in at least $150 by July 15. Anything postmarked after July 15 will have a late fee added to their registration payment.

Transportation:
If you have any transportation needs such as getting picked up at the airport and haven't arranged it yet please get me the details as soon as they are available. If you are from the area and need a ride, please contact your mission leader or a staff member to arrange that.  

Tracks:

Along with the in common academy material on the Christian mind that all the COA participants will go through together there are three parallel tracks that will be offered this year.

There will be a Staff Track oriented towards the training of UCO staff workers.  This track is for graduates on staff with UCO or those involved with similar ministry and outreach, and therefore open by invitation only.  The other two tracks are the Discipleship Track, and the Outreach Track.   We plan on offering these same tracks at COA’s in the future along with the in common academy material which is on a four year cycle.  This year Nico Angleys and Ruth Gryniewicz will lead the staff track, James Munk and Claire Cherniawski will lead the discipleship track, and Brian LaLonde and Laura Giles will lead the outreach track.

The Discipleship Track is focused on growing in personal discipleship, and the foundations we need in Christ to be fruitful for the kingdom.  The topics addressed will be “What Does it Mean to be a Disciple”, “Members of a Body: Worshipping Corporately”, “Faithful Stewards: Personal Order”, “Christ Centered Relationships – Vision and Action”, and “Growing in Personal Discipleship – Prayer and Scripture”.

The Outreach Track is focused on being equipped and inspired for evangelism amidst our friends and peers on campus.  The topics will include “Evangelism – How we do it, and How do I fit in”, “Sharing the Gospel, and Relational Evangelism”, and “UCO Skills (aspects of UCO life that help us share Christ with others)”.

Both tracks will be full of very helpful material, and since you can’t bi-locate you’ll need to choose one and sign up for it.  Here are some recommendations for choosing.


If you’re not sure what to sign up for it’s worth consulting a leader in your chapter, they may have input for you personally, or from the perspective of your chapter as it will be good to have representatives in the different tracks for the sake of what they’ll bring back to local chapters.


There isn’t a clear order, but if you’re newer to UCO the discipleship track will be very helpful, particularly in opening up the area of our worship more fully.


If you have already come to a COA there will be more overlap in the outreach track with what you’ve had last time, and you would get more new material out of the discipleship track.


Since both are good options it’s worth praying and asking the Lord which is best for you.


Please email Claire Cherniawski (Claire_cherniawski@yahoo.com) by July 30 with your track choice and put “COA Track” in the subject line so enough materials are available for the attendees.  

Prayer:

Your prayer is needed for this COA to go well, not only practically, but spiritually. I encourage all of you to intercede for different needs –  to grow in deeper love with the Lord, to grow in a desire to serve the Lord, for the track leaders, director, new students who are coming, new friends…etc. If you're feeling a little ambivalent or anxious about the COA right now I think that's because the Lord has tremendous plans for us and the evil one wants to block that in any way he can.  Be quick to turn to Christ and know that your brothers and sisters planning this whole deal are doing the same thing.

Thank you so much for all of your energy, faithfulness and dedication to growing in the knowledge of the Lord. If you need any of this information, it will be posted on the website: www.coa.ucoweb.org 

God Bless!

Claire Cherniawski








         Conference Administrator


