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July 26, 2011
Dear COA attendees,

We are just a short three weeks away from our 2011 Campus Outreach Academy! We are really looking forward to seeing you there! This letter contains just a couple reminders to help you and the staff in preparing for this year’s COA.

Service:
If you attended last year, you will remember that we had a half-day where we helped the camp with some service projects. We will be doing a similar thing this year, but we would like to know if you have any special skills (I.e. carpentry, roofing, remodeling, painting, electrician…etc.). The camp is trying to provide projects according to our skills as well as some things that they just need to get done. If you have any skills such as the ones listed, please email me as soon as possible so that we can get things worked out with the camp.
Gift:
As some of you might remember, each year your COA fee includes a special gift item. In the past we’ve done Frisbees, water bottles, and the like. This year we’re upping the ante: COA t-shirts and UCO string backpacks for everybody! This means that I will need your t-shirt size by this Friday, July 29 so I can order the shirts. If I do not have your size, we’ll I’m just going to have to guess. As I am no fashion expert, and haven’t even met all of you, you’re going to want to play it safe and just get me your shirt size ASAP! Thanks!
Tracks:

Along with the in common academy material on Christian culture that all the COA participants will go through together there are four parallel tracks that will be offered this year.

The Discipleship Track is focused on growing in personal discipleship, and the foundations we need in Christ to be fruitful for the kingdom. The topics addressed will be “What Does it Mean to be a Disciple”, “Members of a Body: Worshipping Corporately”, “Faithful Stewards: Personal Order”, “Christ Centered Relationships – Vision and Action”, and “Growing in Personal Discipleship – Prayer and Scripture”. This year the Discipleship Track will be led by Noel Delgadillo and Bekah Galer.

The Outreach Track is focused on being equipped and inspired for evangelism amidst our friends and peers on campus. The topics will include “Evangelism – How we do it, and How do I fit in”, “Sharing the Gospel, and Relational Evangelism”, and “UCO Skills (aspects of UCO life that help us share Christ with others)”. Steve Logan and Stephanie Fitton will be heading up the Outreach Track this year.

There is also a student track called Further Up and Further In. This leadership-oriented track is open to those who are attending the COA for the third time as a student and have completed the other tracks. Participation in this track is by invitation only. Talk to David Williamson and Sarah Hughes if you have questions regarding this track.

There will also be a Staff Track oriented towards the training of UCO staff workers. This track is for graduates on staff with UCO or those involved with similar ministry and outreach, and therefore open by invitation only. The Staff Track will be led by Andrew Davignon.

Both the Discipleship and Outreach tracks will be full of very helpful material, and since you can’t bi-locate you’ll need to choose one and sign up for it. Here are some recommendations for choosing.

· If you’re not sure what to sign up for it’s worth consulting a leader in your chapter, they may have input for you personally, or from the perspective of your chapter as it will be good to have representatives in the different tracks for the sake of what they’ll bring back to local chapters.

· There isn’t a clear order, but if you’re newer to UCO the discipleship track will be very helpful, particularly in opening up the area of our worship more fully.

· If you have already come to a COA then the track you haven’t done is the best option.

· Since both are good options it’s worth praying and asking the Lord which is best for you.


Please email Alex Kilpatrick (kilpatrick.alex@gmail.com) by July 29 with your track choice and put “COA Track” in the subject line so enough materials are available for the attendees. 

Payment:
If you have sent in your entire payment – may the Lord bless you and keep you! May He make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you! May He lift up his countenance upon you, and… ok but seriously, getting payment in on time is a huge blessing to yours truly, so know that I appreciate it!
If you have sent in partial payments – thank you! We still need you to pay the rest of the money by August 10 (if this is not possible, contact me). 
Prayer:

Your prayer is needed for this COA to go well, not only practically, but spiritually. I encourage all of you to intercede for different needs –  to grow in deeper love with the Lord, to grow in a desire to serve the Lord, for the track leaders, director, new students who are coming, new friends…etc. If you're feeling a little ambivalent or anxious about the COA right now I think that's because the Lord has tremendous plans for us and the evil one wants to block that in any way he can. Be quick to turn to Christ and know that your brothers and sisters planning this whole deal are doing the same thing.
Thank you so much for all of your energy, faithfulness and dedication to growing in the knowledge of the Lord. I will be sending out a more practical note the week before COA to give directions, a packing list and some other information. If you need any of this information, it will be posted on the website: www.coa.ucoweb.org  Feel free to email me with any questions!

God Bless!

Alex Kilpatrick
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