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August 9, 2010

Dear COA Participants,

One more week to go before COA officially begins! We are all very excited to welcome you at Miracle Camp next week. Before we all gather, there are a few informational things you will want to know. 

What to Pack

-
Bible

-
Pen/Journal (Binders with conference material will be provided)

-
Sunscreen/Bug Spray (Optional)

-
Clothes to last 9 days, include recreational clothes and clothes you would be able to wear for the 
day of service (painting clothes)

- 
Swimsuit/Towel

- 
Tennis Shoes

-
Toiletries (Shampoo, Deodorant…etc)

Towels and Bedding will be provided by the camp

Please refrain from bringing anything that might distract you during the COA, these items may include your computer, iPod, cell phone, or other various electronic devices.
Rooming Situation 
The rooming situation is tight this year, so there will be 5 people per room in the Bankson Lodge. We will have 3 twins and 1 queen bed available in each room. Bedding is provided, but if you are uncomfortable with the idea/possibility of having to share a bed, please bring a sleeping bag along with you. 

Final Payments
A few people have asked how to make their final payments online. These directions should be able to direct you in doing this: go to the COA Website main page and click on “Register”. On the right hand side of the registration page is the Google Checkout instructions. These will help you make your payment. 

We need everyone’s final payments by Wednesday, August 10, 2010. This allows us the time necessary to process the payments before the COA begins. Please be prompt in your payment. If you have any questions on how much you still owe, let me know.

Call for Coffee House Acts
We will again be having a COA coffeehouse on Thursday, August 18. Now we know there are plenty of people out there with poems, songs, skits, dances, and stupid human tricks to perform. So don’t be that guy who buries his talent in the ground and consigns himself to a fate of wailing and gnashing of teeth in the outer-darkness -- send your acts to Drew Mabee (tfr_racing@yahoo.com) before the COA starts!

COA Tracks

I have heard from most of you about the tracks, but I need to hear from EVERYONE. Please take two minutes to email me your track choice at the end of reading this!

Along with the in common academy material on Christian culture that all the COA participants will go through together there are four parallel tracks that will be offered this year.

The Discipleship Track is focused on growing in personal discipleship, and the foundations we need in Christ to be fruitful for the kingdom. The topics addressed will be “What Does it Mean to be a Disciple”, “Members of a Body: Worshipping Corporately”, “Faithful Stewards: Personal Order”, “Christ Centered Relationships – Vision and Action”, and “Growing in Personal Discipleship – Prayer and Scripture”. This year the Discipleship Track will be led by Noel Delgadillo and Bekah Galer.

The Outreach Track is focused on being equipped and inspired for evangelism amidst our friends and peers on campus. The topics will include “Evangelism – How we do it, and How do I fit in”, “Sharing the Gospel, and Relational Evangelism”, and “UCO Skills (aspects of UCO life that help us share Christ with others)”. Steve Logan and Stephanie Fitton will be heading up the Outreach Track this year.

There is also a student track called Further Up and Further In. This leadership-oriented track is open to those who are attending the COA for the third time as a student and have completed the other tracks. Participation in this track is by invitation only. Talk to David Williamson and Sarah Hughes if you have questions regarding this track.

There will also be a Staff Track oriented towards the training of UCO staff workers. This track is for graduates on staff with UCO or those involved with similar ministry and outreach, and therefore open by invitation only. The Staff Track will be led by Andrew Davignon.

Both the Discipleship and Outreach tracks will be full of very helpful material, and since you can’t bi-locate you’ll need to choose one and sign up for it. Here are some recommendations for choosing.

· If you’re not sure what to sign up for it’s worth consulting a leader in your chapter, they may have input for you personally, or from the perspective of your chapter as it will be good to have representatives in the different tracks for the sake of what they’ll bring back to local chapters.

· There isn’t a clear order, but if you’re newer to UCO the discipleship track will be very helpful, particularly in opening up the area of our worship more fully.

· If you have already come to a COA then the track you haven’t done is the best option.

· Since both are good options it’s worth praying and asking the Lord which is best for you.

· Please email Alex Kilpatrick (Kilpatrick.alex@gmail.com) by August 10 with your track choice and put “COA Track” in the subject line so enough materials are available for the attendees.
Time/Location

Registration will be open at 6:45pm on Sunday, August 14. The first session begins at 8:00pm. Please give yourself enough time to arrive and register before the first session. Registration will take place in the Bankson Lodge at Miracle Camp. 

Miracle Camp: 

25281 80th Ave.  Lawton, MI 49065

From I-80. Take exit 107 (Middlebury/Constantine). Turn left off the toll ramp and head north on SR-13/US-131. Continue on US-131 north into Schoolcraft. Turn left on Lyon St. Head out of town and turn right on 8th St. Turn left on V Ave (turns into 80th Ave). Continue straight until you arrive at camp. 

From I-94 East Bound. Take exit 60 (Paw Paw/Lawton). Turn right off the exit ramp and head south on M-40 toward Lawton. Go through Lawton and head out of town and take a left on 80th Ave. Continue straight until you arrive at camp.

From I-94 West Bound. Take exit 66 for Mattawan. Turn left off the exit ramp onto CR 652. Turn left at Highway 354. Right right onto 23rd Street. Turn right onto 80th Ave. Continue straight until you arrive at camp. 

From US-131 Southbound. Turn right on W U Ave. just before Schoolcraft. Continue straight and turn left at 8th St. Turn right at V Ave. Continue straight until you arrive at camp. 

From US-131 Northbound. Turn left on Lyon St. in Schoolcraft. Head out of town and turn right on 8th St. Turn left on V Ave (turns into 80th Ave). Continue straight until you arrive at camp.
Spiritual Preparation

Please keep this year’s COA in your prayers. If you have already been doing this, thank you! If not, I encourage you to begin. The Lord wants to hear of all of our prayers and petitions as well as all of the things for which we are thankful. A few things you could keep in your prayers particularly might be: safety for all travelers; prayers against any illness before, during or after the COA; prayers for your specific chapter; for the speakers and track leaders; prayer against injuries; and prayer for the Holy Spirit to come dwell in us richly as we gather at the Campus Outreach Academy. 
I look forward to seeing all of you and meeting those of you that I do not know. Do not hesitate to contact me with any questions! 

God Bless!

Alex Kilpatrick
COA Administrator

kilpatrick.alex@gmail.com
(616)295-0725
